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CAREERS FOR 

Criminology 
MAJORS 

 
UNM’s Sociology Department offers a specialized program in criminology, designed to 
give students a comprehensive introduction to the field. Courses focus on the 
characteristics and causes of crime and deviance and on the origins, nature and 
consequences of societal reactions to crime and deviance, giving particular attention to 
the criminal justice system. Basic instruction is also given in sociological theory and 
research methods. The program is particularly appropriate for students wishing to 
pursue one of the following career options: 

• graduate work in the social sciences with a special emphasis on criminology or 
criminal justice 

• a graduate program in social work, counseling, or law 
• a career in criminal justice (e.g., law enforcement, corrections, crime prevention), 

especially in agencies or departments involved in planning and evaluation 
 
The UNM Sociology department offers field experience to juniors and seniors in the 
program through its internship program. Internship settings range from the Albuquerque 
Police Department to Metro Court to community and non-profit organizations. 
 
Although many careers are available to those with a Bachelor’s degree in Criminology, 
an advanced degree is needed for careers such as Lawyer or Clinical Social Worker. 
 
Graduate School 
Admittance into graduate schools typically require completed pre-requisites, passing of 
an entrance exam (GRE, LSAT), and a competitive GPA. Admission requirements vary 
based on the program. 

• UNM School of Law (JD) 

• NMHU School of Social Work (MA) 

• UNM Counselor Education program (MA) 

• UNM School of Public Administration (MPA) 

• UNM Anderson School of Management (MBA) 
 
Industries & Target Employers 

• Social Services: Casework, probation/parole, victim advocacy 

• Judiciary and Law: Court reporting, legal assistance, legal research, 
administration 

• Law Enforcement: Police officer/detective, probation/parole officer, investigation, 
forensics, security, law enforcement 

• Business: Private security, investigation, global intelligence, internet security  
 
Top Companies 

http://sociology.unm.edu/
http://sociology.unm.edu/undergraduate/internship.html
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/legal/lawyers.htm#tab-4
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-service/social-workers.htm#tab-4
http://lawschool.unm.edu/index.html
http://www.nmhu.edu/current-students/graduate/social-work/master-of-social-work/
https://coe.unm.edu/departments-programs/ifce/counselor-education/masters-degree.html
http://spa.unm.edu/
https://mba.mgt.unm.edu/default.asp?dd=masters
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Albuquerque Police Department 
NM Children, Youth and Families Department 
New Mexico Courts 
NM Corrections Department 
 
Salary Information 
 

Wages for Police Detectives and Criminal Investigators in NEW MEXICO 
 

 

 
 
*Must graduate from the agency’s training academy (such as the Albuquerque Police 
Department’s Law Enforcement Academy) before applying and completing a period of 
on-the-job training. 
 
Tips 

• Students who are interested in working as a crime scene investigator (Forensic 
Science Technician) might consider a degree in Biology or Chemistry. Please 
see the Occupational Outlook Handbook; Forensic Science Technicians for more 
information on this career. 

• Considering graduate school? Apply for the McNair Scholars Program, which 
provides research opportunities, support with applying to grad school, and a 
summer stipend! 

• Interested in a career in behavioral health? Consider applying to El Puente de 
Encuentros Fellowship Program 

 
Learn More 
Register for Handshake: Jobs for Lobos 
O*NET; Police Detectives 
Occupational Outlook Handbook; Police Officer or Detective 
Student Activities Center 

http://apdonline.com/
https://cyfd.org/
https://metro.nmcourts.gov/
https://cd.nm.gov/
http://apdonline.com/police-officer.aspx
http://apdonline.com/police-officer.aspx
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/forensic-science-technicians.htm#tab-1
https://mcnair.unm.edu/
https://elcentro.unm.edu/programs/crear/community-connections/el-puente-de-encuentros/el-puente-de-encuentros.html
https://elcentro.unm.edu/programs/crear/community-connections/el-puente-de-encuentros/el-puente-de-encuentros.html
http://unm.joinhandshake.com/
http://unm.joinhandshake.com/
https://www.onetonline.org/link/summary/33-3021.01
https://www.onetonline.org/link/summary/33-3021.01
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/protective-service/police-and-detectives.htm#tab-1
https://sac.unm.edu/
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Buzzfile Employers by Major; Criminal Justice 
Crime Scene Investigator EDU                                                                                                                   
Government Jobs in Criminology 
Criminal Justice USA 
FBI jobs 
US Department of Justice careers 
Central Intelligence Agency 
National Institute of Justice 
US Department of State 
National Security Agency 
US Department of Defense 
Police Employment 
Police Foundation 
Corrections Connection 
US Border Patrol 
NM Department of Game and Fish 

http://www.buzzfile.com/Major/Criminal-Justice/NM
https://www.crimesceneinvestigatoredu.org/new-mexico/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/jobs?keyword=Criminology
https://www.criminaljusticeusa.com/
http://www.fbijobs.gov/
http://www.usdoj.gov/
http://www.cia.gov/
https://www.nij.gov/Pages/welcome.aspx
http://www.state.gov/
http://www.nsa.gov/
http://www.defenselink.mil/
http://www.policeemployment.com/
http://www.policefoundation.org/
http://www.corrections.com/
https://www.cbp.gov/
http://www.wildlife.state.nm.us/

